
The 50th Anniversary of The Trust 
Convention brought together some 300 
Fellows from around the country to 
celebrate the contribution made by Sir 
Winston Churchill and the recipients of 
Fellowships since its inception.

Highlights included ABC radio presenter 
Richard Fidler interviewing six Fellows on 
their experiences and journey in the search 
for new ideas, innovation and excellence. 

Fellows, whose studies were in musicianship, entertained guests at the Welcome 
Reception at Government House and at the Official Dinner in Parliament House a 
video clip of Sir Winston’s great grandson paid tribute to the achievements of the 
Trust in Australia. 

ABC broadcaster and Churchill Fellow 
Geraldine Doogue launched Inspiring 
Australians: The First Fifty Years 
of The Winston Churchill Memorial 
Trust, which is available for purchase. 

The breakfast cruise on Sydney 
Harbour offered a fascinating insight 
into the Harbour’s monuments and 
other aspects through commentary 
by Fellows with a particular interest 
in the maritime history of Sydney.

NSW Churchill Fellows at the State’s Fire and Rescue Training College in outer 
Sydney staged an interactive Emergency Services display. 

Uniformed men and women covering different aspects of fire and rescue 
demonstrated rescuing people from buildings, burning cars, vehicles trapped in fast 
flowing water, dealing with dangerous dogs, and kittens stuck in trees. They showed 
how to re-stand injured horses, which previously would have had to be put down.  

We met 2015 Churchill Fellow Bronnie Mackintosh whose study aims to promote 
and increase numbers of women and ethnically diverse people in Australian  
Fire Agencies.

The presence of so many dedicated professionals and artists really 
affirms the power of the Churchill influence across so many fields of 
endeavour.   It was also very helpful to meet a number of the state 
committee presidents and to hear about their activities for the 50th 
anniversary.  Shelda Debowski, President
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Churchill’s Living 
Legacy banners
Six Fellows from each State were 
celebrated in a commemorative 
banner displayed at the Convention. 

The WA banners are shown through 
the newsletter featuring Douglas 
Coughran, Helen Bolton, Peter 
Dowding, Anna Stepsova, Floeur 
Alder and Michael Zekulich.

Laurie and Paul Tys, CEO Churchill Trust.

Authors of Inspiring Australians Graham 
Freudenberg and Penelope Hanley signing books.
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Welcome to what I hope is an exciting, productive year  
ahead for everyone. I look forward to my time as President.

The work of the CFAWA committee is to encourage new and 
talented Fellowship applicants and to provide an invaluable 
networking forum for all Fellows, which I hope you will 
utilise and benefit from.

The recognition of the Churchill Trust and its contribution 
to communities around Australia is very important and we 
would appreciate the mention of your Churchill Fellowship  
when the opportunity arises in the media, presentations and publications.

New people and fresh energy keep an organisation vital so we are delighted  
Rejane Legrange and Mike Bell have come onto the Committee, which is listed below.   

Outgoing President Marc Dimmick took on the leadership role immediately following 
his Fellowship in 2011 and we are grateful for his work and guidance. 

The celebrations will continue in 2016 as this is the actual year the first Fellows 
embarked on their journey. If you have any ideas for consideration, do please let us 
know, email secretary@churchillfellowswa.org.au.

In the meantime, enjoy the Christmas and New Year 
festivities and we look forward to seeing you at our 
functions in 2016. 
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President’s Post

Dr Shelda Debowski (2011) is former Deputy Vice Chancellor at the University of Notre 
Dame in Western Australia. She completed her Churchill Fellowship tour early in 
2012, visiting the UK, US and New Zealand to investigate how universities are building 
research capacity across their academic staff. 

She has completed her third term as President of the Higher Education Research and 
Development Society of Australasia.

President’s Profile

2017 Fellowship Applications
Timing for the applications and selection of 2017 fellows has been shifted from 
2016, which will alter our schedule from previous years. 

2017 CFAWA Committee
President:  Shelda Debowski

Vice President:  Michelle Brown

Treasurer:  Anne McCrudden

Secretary:  Keren McCullagh

Members:

Michael Coe, Michael Bell, Floeur Alder, Val Furphy, Sally Willmott 
and Rejane Le Grange

Shelda Debowski
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WA’s Anniversary Dinner
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Camp Kulin 
Tanya Dupagne (2012) 
Congratulations to Tanya who was a 
Finalist in this year’s Telstra Business 
Women’s Awards for her role as 
Manager and Founder of the Camp Kulin 
program. She started it in 2013 and it 
has grown rapidly, currently employing 
four full time staff and over 100 regular 
volunteers. 

The general camp programs are 
open to any child in WA, there is a 
local program for children living in 
the Wheatbelt, school camps and 
excursions and the highly recognised 
scholarship camp program, which 
works with children who have been 
affected by childhood trauma. 

Families now travel up to 10 hours 
each way for their children to access 
the Camp Kulin program.

Tanya said the awards were a great way 
to spread the word about Camp Kulin to 
the rest of Australia.

Since her Fellowship in America, she 
has been working on ways to break 
destructive generational cycles, as well 
as raise awareness of issues such as 
youth suicide, childhood depression 
and trauma associated with the refugee 
experience.

From top left anti-
clockwise: Jacqui 
Hamblin & husband 
Michael Hamblin, Bob 
Fleay (left), Paul Tys 
(middle) and Allan Kelly 
(right), Fiona Walker 
with husband Sandy 
Walker, Rebecca & 
Pepita Prince-Luis

Photos by Christine 
Glenister

The Gala Anniversary Dinner in August 
was sponsored by the Trust to extend 
the scope of the event in the 50th 
Anniversary year. We introduced 16 
new fellows and awarded medallions 
to recipients who had completed their 
reports.  

Two 1966 Churchill Fellows, Bob Fleay 
and Allan Kelly were special guests, 

along with a number of business 
and academics guests to give them 
an insight into the benefits of the 
Fellowships, and some written personal 
reflections were on each table.  

The UWA Club was an excellent venue.  
We enjoyed the good food, wine and 
service.
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HRH Prince Charles  with Prof Mark Webb CEO 
and Michael Jones, Senior Horticulturist of BGPA.

Photo courtesy of Botanic Gardens and Parks 
Authority. Photographer - J Thomas Photography.

Making an entry statement  
Brad Jackson (2011)   
Brad Jackson (2011) is one of the 
very few trade qualified architectural 
Blacksmiths in Australia. Drawing on 
13 years of national and international 
experience, he founded Zen Ironwork in 
Fremantle to introduce fine ironwork and 
designs.

Pictured right is the Entry Statement 
that he recently completed for the 
Pilbara town of Wickham commissioned 
by Rio Tinto.

Bringing about social change 
Alison Black (2015)  
Alison Black (NSW 2015) researched 
engaging and accessible documentaries 
that can bring about social change on 
her Fellowship to the USA and UK.

Most recently she devised, negotiated 
the access and produced two series on 
Mental Health called Changing Minds, 
which were aired on the ABC.  They  
are the result of a very long and very 
close collaboration with psychiatrist  
Dr Mark Cross. 

Her next project is a feature length 
cinema release documentary on 
dementia, also with Dr Cross, and she is 
currently trying to raise the funding.

Right Royal Kings Park  
Mark Webb (2001)   
Mark Webb (2001), CEO of the Botanic 
Gardens and Parks Authority (BGPA)
was pictured in The West Australian 
showing Prince Charles the innovative 
conservation work being done at the 
seed bank during his visit.

Another Churchill Fellow, Darren 
Lomman (2008), was spotted in royal 
company at Prince Charles’ 67th 
birthday bash in Cottesloe.  Sadly, no 
selfies were available.
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Rejane Le Grange recipient of the 
Vincent Fairfax Family Trust sponsored 
Churchill Scholarship (2015) took an 
investigative tour of Norway, Sweden, 
England, Scotland, The Netherlands, 
France, Switzerland, Germany and 

Canada where they have developed 
a mindfulness of the impact natural 
and artificial light has on people’s 
wellbeing.

“All organisms, even the most 
primitive, respond to light and 
manage their health according to this 
stimulation,” said Rejane.   

“Light supports circadian rhythms, 
which support proper rest and healing, 
alertness, concentration and attention, 
and all elements crucial to cognition.  
It gives us cues to understand time, 
context and meaning.”

Unable to find any guidelines in 
Australia that set out the importance 
of light for older people or provide 

benchmarks, her study addressed 
reduced access to this important 
natural element as a result of age-
related changes in the eyes, often 
combined with reduced interest in or 
physical ability to go outside.  

It looked at appropriate levels and 
colours of ambient vertical artificial 
light delivered by an automated 
program, management of glare, and 
provision of appropriate task light to 
encourage alertness or rest.

“To achieve good lighting, the 
expertise of researchers, clinicians, 
architects, electrical and building 
engineers and interior designers 
is required to ensure lighting is not 
only homely, but sufficient to support 
vision, health and emotion.

Another Churchill Fellow, Damian Walsh 
(2000) worked for five years at the Palmerston 
Association, a rehabilitation service for illicit drug 
users and their families. 

Damian studied in the UK, USA, Kenya the 
community responses and care of people with  

HIV/AIDS, with particular focus on the 
spiritual and emotional aspects.

These days he does a little counselling via 
referral, usually relationship work with 
couples or individuals struggling with various 
forms of addiction. 

Holyoake, with 
its holistic non-
judgemental, 
self-
responsible 
approach to 
overcoming 
alcohol and 
other drug 
dependencies 

was established by Churchill Fellow 
John Keating (1978) and his good 
friend Anita Day 40 years ago.

John was determined to find a better 
way of treating problem drinking  
other than as a disease with the 
attitude of “detox, sober up, and pull 
up your socks”.

On his Fellowship John studied 
models and methods to enhance the 
Holyoake program and the residential 

educational and information 
services and facilities for 
alcohol and drug dependent 
persons and their families.

Today Holyoake has become 
a major social institution 
changing and saving lives. 
The CEO, Angie Paskevicius, 
was recently announced 
the 2015 WA Telstra 
Businesswoman of the Year.

John has passed away but there are 
ongoing connections with Churchill 
Fellows.

The DRUMBEAT® program was 
originally introduced by Simon 
Faulkner in 2003 at Holyoake. This 
year Holyoake launched DRUMBEAT 
Quest® which is the world’s first 
video game for social and emotional 
learning that incorporates the 

latest neuroscience on rhythm and 
emotional control.

Simon’s Fellowship looked at engaging 
young Aboriginals. DRUMBEAT is now 
an award-winning social enterprise, 
achieving positive social outcomes 
with universal applications across 
Australia, and around the world.

Shining a light for older people

... also working in the same area 

Saving and changing lives

Holyoake CEO Angie Paskevicius with Youth 
Minister Tony Simpson & students
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Convention horticulture speaker, Sarah 
Sammon (Vic 2006) and her mother Jan 
Slater founded Australia’s first rose 
petal farm, Simply Rose Petals in 2004. 

Jan had grown cut-flower roses 
commercially for 20 years when Sarah 
discovered a new industry overseas 
selling rose petals for weddings. 

“I was captivated by the stunning 
photos of brides being showered in 
beautiful rose petals!”

Rose farming however proved a 
challenge. A disease in the irrigation 
water wiped out the first crop.  Sarah 
researched and found rose farms 
overseas had converted specifically to 
growing rose petals.  Within a year her 
crop was completely transitioned.

The delicate petals are removed by 
hand, frozen in a freeze dryer, then 
gradually brought back up to room 

temperature whilst under vacuum.  
The 2-week process ensures that the 
petals don’t shrivel or change colour.

Sarah’s Fellowship took her to many 
countries including Israel at the height 
of the Gaza-Israel conflict which was 
exciting, to say the least. 

“I had arranged to visit a rose farm 
in the Negev Desert renowned for its 
water efficiency technology as well as 
their ecommerce enabled exports. 

“Armed with a sheet of Arabic 
instructions for the bus driver at Tel 
Aviv’s main depot, I travelled with 
an entire busload of teenagers with 
machine guns (one butted up against 
my thigh!), passed a signpost that read 
‘Gaza 5km’, and found myself sitting 
alone at a deserted bus stop in the 
Negev Desert (my farm hosts were 
running late).

“Despite these initial tense hours - 
and being reassured by my hosts I 
needn’t worry about bombs from Gaza 
because it was a few kilometres away 
and they hadn’t had a bomb strike 
their farm for 3 weeks - I had the most 
wonderful visit to their farm and a 
fascinating stay on the local kibbutz.”

Isn’t it funny how 
everything old 
becomes new 
again! Last month 
I read in The West 
Australian how 
WA Police were 
working with 

the RAC using ‘Bait Cars’ to catch car 
thieves. 

This ‘new’ initiative has actually been 
around since the early 1990s.

In 1991, as a Detective Inspector, I 
received a Churchill Fellowship to 
research combating Juvenile Crime. In 
Los Angeles and Canada I was treated 
to the spectacle of their Gotcha Cars. 

Special Police Vehicles equipped to 
catch young car thieves were parked 
in known ‘hot spots’ and kept under 
covert surveillance. 

Once the thief broke into the vehicle 
and tried to start the ignition, the 
doors automatically locked, a camera 
was activated, and a voice recording 
told the crooks: “We Gotcha Pal, don’t 
try to leave the vehicle”. 

I viewed some hilarious clips of their 
reactions. 

Back home, I introduced many of the 
initiatives I saw and shared them with 
my police colleagues in other States.  
NSW Anti Theft Units took up the 
‘Gotcha’ in partnership with NRMA. 

In WA concerns about the Government 
being sued if one of the crooks hurt 
themselves trying to escape scotched 
the idea.  However, we did get 
legislation changed to make all car 
owners fit ignition-locking systems. 

My Fellowship allowed me to design 
and introduce a raft of Crime 
Prevention measures especially aimed 
at Juvenile Offending, some worked, 
some were very successful, some have 
been forgotten, and some are now 
being recycled. 

It was life-changing, not just for me 
but I like to think, for many young 
people and would-be crooks.

The Hon Bob Kucera APM JP

Australia’s First Rose Petal Farm

GOTCHA! Car Theft Prevention Initiative
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