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In perfect harmony
1983 International Fellow, world-
renowned harpist Alice Giles, evokes a 
stunning image in this photo at Ayers 
Rock. See full story P5.

Alice will be in WA in April for a 
weekend ‘Harp Camp’ in Perth and 
concerts in Perth, Bunbury and 
Harvey, if you would like to hear her 
perform.

Paul Tys, Churchill Trust CEO

In the News

Churchill Trust CEO Paul Tys has resigned after 16 years at the helm.

“Paul has overseen many challenges in development and sustainability of 
the Trust, steered it through the 50th Anniversary celebrations, and left the 
organisation in strong shape,” said CFAWA President Shelda Debowski.

“We wish him well in the next phase of his life journey.”

Paul said he was pleased that the sponsored Fellowship program was well 
established, mature, and operating smoothly. 

“Sponsored Fellowships have been important, indeed critical, for the long 
term development of the Trust. Sponsors now actually seek out the Trust for 
sponsorship opportunities,” said Paul. 

Change at the helm

www.churchillfellowswa.org.au

Application information night
Over 140 prospective applicants 
attended the Information evening held 
at UWA at the end of February. This is 
a record number in Western Australia, 
signalling tough competition for the 
coveted Fellowships valued up to 
$25,000 each.

President Shelda Debowski and Deputy 
President Michelle Brown covered 
the requirements of the application, 
the interview process, and the role 
of a Churchill Fellow representing 
Australia on their study tour.

2015 Fellow Rejane Le Grange shared 
her ambitious experience of visiting 
nine countries with facilities that 
demonstrated the impact of light on 
people’s wellbeing.  

New Dates – this year the timing of the 
selection of new Fellows will change, 
with announcements now at the end of 
the year and the official Awards taking 
place early 2017.  

This decision has been taken after 
considerable feedback regarding the 
timing difficulties over Christmas. 

Applications are due in May for this 
round of Fellowships and a second 
round will be held in 2017.

http://www.churchillfellowswa.org.au
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President’s Post
2016 signals a number of 
transitions for the Churchill Trust. 
The departure of our Trust CEO, 
Paul Tys, marks a new chapter in 
its leadership and the changes to 
the national strategy and schedule 
will impact on our events program.  

The annual dinner, which is linked 
to the recognition of new Fellows 
will be delayed until early 2017. 
Instead, we are planning some 
social and fundraising events to 
support a new half-Fellowship.  

CFAWA will focus on supporting recently-returned Fellows 
to channel their new knowledge back into their respective 
communities.   There are also Medallion recipients to 
celebrate, an important event in our annual calendar. 

Our warmest congratulations to Neville Marchant AM (1984) 
awarded in the Australia Day Honours List - you are a justly 
deserving recipient.  

Neville has supported the work of the Trust for many 
years as the former Secretary to the Regional Committee. 

His caring support of aspiring and successful candidates 
provided a warm and welcoming face to the Trust. 

We also acknowledge the passing of 
Richard Herlihy (1980), a past President 
of CFAWA. He leaves many fond 
memories and a strong legacy that 
continues. Our wishes and thoughts are 
with his family over this time. 

The newsletter is our major 
communication to Fellows and stakeholders. We are very 
keen to expand the database to government, business and 
community organisations so that the benefits the Trust 
provides through its Fellows Program can be more widely 
understood and supported.

It would be greatly appreciated if several members could 
form a panel to spare a few hours to assist in this important 
project. Please email Keren McCullagh: secretary@
churchillfellowswa.org.au to register your interest.

I look forward to seeing you at our events through the year.

Shelda Debowski - President 

Shelda Debowski

As Curator of Aboriculture at the 
Kings Park Botanic Gardens and Park 
Authority, Jeremy Thomas’ focus is the 
selection and management of trees 
in a very public place, which attracts 
some six million people each year to 
wander through its beautiful parkland.

There has been a transition over the 
years from a European culture to a 

more native culture with specific tree 
selection to sustain their health and 
structure.

Jeremy’s Churchill Fellowship (2008) 
was very timely with the transplanting 
of the iconic Boab tree to Kings Park 
from the Kimberley, which excited 
interest from around the world.

“I visited Singapore, UK and USA to 
gain a unique insight into managing 
trees in public places and quantifying 
risk, highlighting challenges tree 
owners, managers and arborists face 
when caring for trees in public places. 

The experience has been incredibly 
valuable to my role in reviewing 
modern approaches, which has been 
a fundamental improvement towards 
tree management.

Of the tens of thousands of trees I 
care for within Kings Park and Bold 
Park, the iconic Boab (Adansonia 
gregorii) transplanted from the 
Kimberley region in 2008 is a unique 
example of modern approaches to tree 
preservation and care.”

Tree selection key

http://www.churchillfellowswa.org.au


Giving and receiving

Simone McMahon (2006) was born 
with only one kidney and had to have 
a transplant at age 9. It started failing 
in 2009 and she suffered a life-
threatening haemorrhage when it was 
removed.  She was back on dialysis for 
6 years, but she is deemed too ‘high 
risk’ for another transplant in WA.

Her story was featured in The West 
Australian recently when she was 
accepted by Queensland.  Within a 
short time of moving to Brisbane she 
has been put on their list and is now 
awaiting ‘the call’. She says she is 
feeling well, but is unable to work. 

In 2006 Simone received the Bob and 
June Prickett Churchill Fellowship to 
identify successful models of organ 
and tissue donation, and assess 
promotional strategies and programs 
that provide support to transplant 
recipients, donor families and living 
donors.

Following her Fellowship, Simone 
founded the Organ Donation and 
Transplant Foundation in WA in 2009 
and received an AM for her work in the 
2013 Queen’s Birthday Honours. 

“Receiving my Fellowship provided me 
with the ultimate opportunity to follow 
my long time passion, pursue my goals 
and most importantly develop the 
skills and experience needed to make 
a valuable and significant impact in 
the field of organ and tissue donation,” 
said Simone. 

“I am forever grateful to Bob Prickett 
and the Churchill Trust for making my 
Fellowship possible and for making 
such a valuable difference to my life 
and the lives of the many individuals 
who will benefit in coming years.”

 

In the News
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WA’s Russian plant history

Dr Neville Marchant (1984) was awarded an AM in the 2016 Australia Day 
Honours for significant service to conservation and the environment in Western 
Australia, native plant taxonomy, and research and education.

On his Fellowship Neville travelled to the Soviet Union in 1985, going behind the 
iron curtain to study early (WA) Collections of Plant Specimens in Russia. 

The aim was to document and study early 1800’s WA plant collections in the 
footsteps of Nicolai Turczaninov, a Russian plant taxonomist who published Latin 
descriptions of around 400 new WA plant species. 

“Before I applied for a Fellowship I had traced his plant collection to Kiev in the 
Ukraine, after it had been appropriated by occupying German forces in Russia 
during WW2.

I was able to study all of the Plant specimens in the Herbarium of The Kholodny 
Botanical Institute in Kiev and then I worked on dating the published scientific 
papers in Moscow and St Petersburg. 

My studies resulted in publications as well as opening up dialogue pathways 
between Australian botanists and Russian custodians of Australian plant 
collections at a time when scientific collaboration was difficult.”

Neville’s involvement with Churchill Trust continued. From 1986 -1989 he was an 
active member of the Committee of the WA Churchill Fellow’s Association and is 
a life member. 

“My main achievement was the acceptance of my proposal to raise funds to 
sponsor a WA Fellowship in years when sufficient funds were available,” said 
Neville.

“Instead of five years I remained on the Committee for 10 years, then I 
volunteered to be the WA Regional Secretary. 

Needed change included the increasing array of different study topics of 
applicants and strengthening the seven Advisory Panels so there was a wide 
range of expertise and experience in the selection process.

Somehow, the two-year role to 2009 extended to five years when I resigned in 
2014. I thoroughly enjoyed my time.”

http://www.churchillfellowswa.org.au
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Community school role model

Jacqui Hamblin (2015), Deputy 
Principal at Mt Barker Community 
College (MBCC) is very proud that the 
College was ranked 24th in the State 
and the highest ranked regional school 
for academic achievement in 2015. 

In addition, students engaged in 
Vocational Education and Training 
(VET) completing 17 traineeships and 
apprenticeships.

“We credit the level of parent 
engagement and strong community 
links we have here at MBCC for our 
fantastic results,” said Jacqui.

MBCC is a Community school where 
students receive high quality academic 
instruction, families can access 
social services and the community 
shares resources to address common 
challenges. The approach prioritises 
student wellness, readiness to learn, 
community partnerships, personalised 
learning and family engagement as key 
strategies to leverage better academic 
outcomes. 

The College hosts community 
programs such as an Aboriginal 

playgroup, a Kindy Readiness program 
for children to attend with their parents 
before beginning school, and an 
Afghan mothers group where, with the 
support of Wanslea, the women have 
been learning English. Eight of them 
recently sat for their driving licence.

The Child Health Nurse is located 
in the area between the Kindy and 
Pre-primary classrooms and runs 
Parenting classes. The College has 
also been recognised nationally 
for implementing the MindMatters 
program and developing positive 
mental health in students of all ages.

Jacqui leaves on her Barbara 
Matthews Churchill Fellowship on 
April 2nd to investigate sustainable 
and successful models of Full Service 
Schools in the USA, Canada, and UK.

“I hope to learn from countries where 
Community School practices are well 
established and supported to further 
leverage academic results at MBCC.

On my return I want to raise 
awareness on a broader platform of 
the tremendous benefits partnering 
with social services, families and 

community groups has on the 
achievement of the best outcomes 
for students in need - and their 
communities.”

Fellowship changes career path

Today, Taryn Fiebig (2000) is Opera Australia’s principal 
soprano. However, when she embarked on the Mr & Mrs 
Gerald Frank New Memorial Churchill Fellowship to the 
UK 17 years ago she was a cellist graduate from UWA. 
Taryn found this wasn’t what she wanted and changed her 
direction to singing.

Now with a long list of credits including the Helpmann 
Award, Taryn was recently featured in The Weekend 
Australian magazine.

In the Q & A she revealed that she had only started singing 
opera at age 30 as she was still unsure about her singing 
career. Despite not being very keen on opera and not turning 
up to an audition for the newly-started Opera Studio due to 
lack of confidence, a friend pushed her to audition and she 
was immediately accepted.

The rest is history, but the reality has been lots of hard work 
to make up for lost time.

Internationally, Taryn has performed in Los Angeles, 
London, on BBC Radio, the Edinburgh Festival, and in New 
Zealand. In Australia she has sung some of the coveted 
soprano roles with State and major orchestras.

In 2005 she joined Opera Australia as a principal soprano. In 
2008/2009, she sang Eliza Doolittle in the national tour of My 
Fair Lady. Taryn returned to the national company in 2015 
and this year will sing Pamina, Despina in a new Cosi fan 
Tutte production and Gutrune in Der Ring des Nibelungen.

Courtesy Opera Australia, taken during an NBN live feed to students 
in Coffs Harbour.

http://www.churchillfellowswa.org.au


Inside the Brick company 
founder, Rob Deakin (2013) is 
a life long LEGO fan, an expert 
brick builder and a qualified 
LEGO Serious Play leader. 

Melbourne-based Rob studied 
the use of construction play as 
a powerful way to bring people 
together around a common 
interest and build connected 
communities for young and old 
alike. 

Rob was awarded a Churchill Fellowship for his program to 
develop a national movement to help Autistic kids through 
establishing Brick Clubs® in local communities. During the 
fellowship he travelled to Europe and North America to meet 
with world experts in Autism, children’s development and 
construction play, including the LEGO Foundation’s Learning 
Institute.

“The base of our operation is the Inside the Brick Studio in 
Fairfield where we run several Brick Club sessions each 
week, providing friendship and community for local children. 

Head office assists and mentors groups wishing to establish 
Brick Clubs in their local communities. (www.brickclub.org). 
In WA we have helped set up a Brick Club in Esperance. 

It is our commercial operations (parties, expos and printed 
bricks etc) that funds our mission. 

We receive no funding from LEGO, any Government or other 
organisations and fund our work entirely through our own 
commercial operations to drive the development of Brick 
Clubs. A minimum of 50% of our profits go towards helping 
establish construction clubs in local communities. 

The benefits of the program are not limited to children, 
quite a few men affected by co-ordination challenges or who 
feel uncomfortable in themselves and in company enjoy the 
building and play. It provides an  
opportunity to be creative and 
is relaxing and satisfying.”
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For Lego enthusiasts The Brick Man Experience - The Complete 
Collection by Ryan McNaught, a ticketed event, is on at Elizabeth Quay 
from April 7-20. In the Brick will be doing Bricktober on the 8th and 9th 
of October at the Cannington Exhibition Centre.

Lego: not all about plastic bricks

In the News
All strings attached

Alice Giles (1983) presented her first 
solo harp recital at the age of 13 at the 
Sydney Conservatorium of Music. 

She has come full circle to teaching 
harp at the Conservatorium to other 
talented young harpists, such as Perth 
teenager Will Nicholls who stunned 
the parents and friends audience at his 
graduation last December from John 
XXIII College with his solo performance 
of Sarabande e Toccata.

Will’s move to Sydney to further his 
music studies under the tutelage of 
Alice, was featured in The Sunday 
Times STM magazine recently.

Alice, recognised as one of the world’s 
leading harp soloists, first attracted 
international notice when she won First 
Prize in the 8th Israel International 
Harp Contest at the age of 21. Since 
then she has performed extensively 

both in recital and with orchestras in 
Europe, America, Australia, and Israel. 

Adelaide-born, Alice was awarded the 
Churchill Fellowship in 1983. 

“I was fortunate to receive a full year’s 
International Churchill Fellowship for 
performing artists. It is very rare to 
find any support for study abroad for 
undergraduate level and as a musician 
things need to happen early. 

I was able to eke out my Fellowship 
(living very frugally!) and complete 
studies in Cleveland Ohio with 
legendary harp teacher Alice Chalifoux.

During this time I won the Israel 
International Harp Contest, then the 
only regular international competition 
for harpists, and attended Rudolf 
Serkin’s summer chamber music 
courses, where I met and played 
with many famous and wonderful 
musicians. 

My career kept me overseas for some 
years, but I always kept the connection 
with home, and have been living and 
working here again for the last 16 
years. 

When I think back, it’s hard to believe 
the incredible amount of musical 
influences I was able to experience, 
one thing leading to the other, which all 
stemmed from that initial Fellowship.”

Courtesy Alice Giles Official Website, 
photographer Nick Adams.
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