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Enrichingsociety

Fellows Presentation  
Function (Free) 
All Welcome
Sunday 4 May 2014

Time: 3.00pm - 4.30pm
Shenton Park Community Centre, 
240 Onslow Rd, Shenton Park
(cnr Herbert Road)

Presentation of Life Membership 
Certificates

Light refreshments served

RSVP by Friday 25 April 2014
secretary@churchillfellowswa.org.au

AGM & Dinner
Thursday 7 August 2014

City West Function Centre
6.00pm - AGM  7.30pm - Dinner
Cost: TBA

If you wish to raise any topic please 
send it in writing to  
secretary@churchillfellowswa.org.au

Churchill Trust 50th 
Anniversary National 
Convention
9 -11 October 2015 Sydney

• Reception and concert at 
Government House

• Dinner at Parliament House

• Breakfast cruise on the Harbour

• Fellows showcasing their projects

• More details later

Twenty people attended the first of planned annual 
information sessions for interested individuals to gain 
an insight into the application process, past Fellow 
experiences, and requirements during the travel year. 

There was also a Q and A with the panel of CFAWA 
President Marc Dimmick, former national board 
member Lloyd Guthrey and 2011 Fellow Michael 
Francki, who all provided useful and practical tips.

It was highlighted that not all applications succeed 
on the first occasion, but have been successful on the 
second or third attempt. 

“Undoubtedly the session boosted the range of applicants this year so we are 
looking to run two information events for prospective applicants in future,”  
said Marc.

“It would be great to have other Fellows join in these presentations to talk about 
what they did and their experiences. If you are interested, please contact our 
Secretary Keren McCullagh at secretary@churchillfellows.org.au and she will 
keep you informed on dates.”

Events Diary

Information 
session a success

WA Regional Committee changes

www.churchillfellowswa.org.au

Last year two long serving members 
retired from the WA Regional 
Committee of the Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust - Jane Brazier retired 
as Chairman and Lloyd Guthrey as 
Treasurer.

Jane will be very familiar to WA 
Fellows who met her during their 
interview process and at presentation 
dinners when she presented 
medallions.  We will officially recognise 
Jane’s contribution at the Fellows 
presentation function in May.

Her retirement made way for Rob 
Harvey who holds a Bachelor of 
Engineering (Hons) and MBA.

Rob is currently on the Board of the 
WA Planning Commission and is 
Deputy Chairman of the Environmental 

Protection Authority. 
He has extensive 
Board experience, 
including the 
Water Corporation, 
BMA, Edith Cowan 
University and 
Joondalup Business 
Centre, as well as 
Chair and Member of 
the State Tenders Committee. 

Long serving Treasurer to the Trust, 
Lloyd Guthrey also retired last year and 
his contribution was acknowledged 
with an Honorary Life Membership 
certificate.

Both members will be missed, 
however we look forward to seeing 
them at functions.

Lloyd Guthrey

Rob Harvey

mailto:secretary%40churchillfellowswa.org.au?subject=
mailto:secretary%40churchillfellowswa.org.au?subject=
mailto:secretary%40churchillfellows.org.au?subject=
http://www.churchillfellowswa.org.au


Pieter Leeflang OAM (1981)

Pieter, former President of Dutch 
Society Neerlandia, was awarded a 
Medal of the Order of Australia (AOM) 
in the general division in the New Year 
Honours List.

He received it for service to the Dutch 
Community of Western Australia. This 
order is an acknowledgement by the 
Australian Government of the strong 
Dutch Community sense in Western 
Australia.

Pieter’s Churchill Fellowship was 
awarded to study developments in the 
husbandry of non-human primates in 
renowned zoos.

Tiffane Bates (2009)

Tiffane was written up in West 
Weekend’s Yin and Yang recently 
with scientist Boris Baer on their 
passionate subject of bees and their 
work at CIBER (Centre for Integrated 
Bee Research) at UWA.

Tiffane, a fourth generation 
beekeeper, provides expertise, 
especially when seeking vital answers 
from bureaucracy to the environment 
and future of a tiny creature that is 
‘More than Honey’ to mankind.

“My Churchill Fellowship helped me 
travel worldwide to see how people 
are breeding resistance to varroa (a 
mite) into their honeybees.

“For Europeans or countries where 
they have social bees, it’s very closely 
connected to food.  In Australia, people 
want to love bees but there’s also this 
frustration that maybe bees are the 
invasive species.

…”There’s that inexplicable connection 
(of bees) to the world that is important,  
keeping the world running and 
stopping people losing their souls... 
it’s why I do what I do.”

Floeur Alder (2011) 

Floeur was recently pictured in 
The West Australian rehearsing 
for the Ochre Contemporary Dance 
Company’s opening weekend 
performance at Sculpture by the 
Sea in Cottesloe. The choreography 
presented land and sea themes.

She supported CFAWA last November 
with a fundraising event featuring the 
film of the ballet Don Quixote danced 
by her mother Dame Lucette Aldous 
and Rudolf Nureyev.

Floeur, a dance artist and teacher, 
travelled with her mother on her 
Fellowship to undertake a research 
tour of the oldest, traditional classical 
ballet institutions throughout Europe 
-including Russia, Denmark, France 
and the UK. 

 

We have started the year with 
a new concept and branding 
for our newsletter. It carries 
the powerful message of the 
benefits the Churchill Trust 
and Churchill Fellows WA 
organisations bring to society. 

The contribution made by 
Fellows from their overseas 
study and knowledge gained 
over the years has been 
enormous across the whole 
spectrum of the community. 

Our 2013 Fellows are out there now, either returned or 
travelling and we look forward to hearing their adventures 
at our first event of the year for Return Fellows and Life 
Membership certificate presentation in May.  

I encourage as many of you as possible to welcome them 
as they receive their medallion and give a short overview of 
their trip.

From Life Memberships and fundraising events the 
Association looks to sponsor half a fellowship each year and 
the committee is recommending to the Trust that it be for a 
regional Fellow. We seek your financial and mentor support 
to assist them face the challenges of the opportunity.

The successful 2014 applicants will be announced at the 
end of June and published in the July newsletter.

I look forward to a productive year, and with your 
participation, building the membership and valuable 
networking opportunities for our members. 

With all good wishes.

President
Marc Dimmick

In the News
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Marc my Word

If you have been in the news, 
please send the article with a 

photo to the Secretary  
for inclusion.
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Sharing the opportunity
Glenn Capelli (1989) 

My Churchill Fellowship was to explore research in 
Accelerative Learning and Neuroscience to empower 
learning and teaching methods, with a particular focus on 
self-esteem for teens. 

Every single letter to organisations, researchers and 
Universities explaining the aims for my Fellowship and 
requesting a visit was answered with a ‘yes’. 

I experienced American Supercamps to empower teens, 
studied Accelerative Learning at Iowa State University, 
explored the challenge of gangs and youth in LA and 
Denver, worked with neuroscience researchers on concepts 
like brain plasticity, and was introduced to the research of 
Mihalyi Csikszentmihalyi regarding Peak Performance Flow.

An invitation to speak at several Conferences led to 10 years 
of returning to Learning and Thinking Conferences and 
to writing and recording two USA cable television series, 
including the award winning Born To Learn that aired to 
over 26 million households.

Today life is a wonderful mix of learning and teaching: 

• Speaking and facilitating at International and National 
Conferences.

• Running workshops on leadership and learning  - from 
big companies to remote communities.

• Working with school principals, teachers and students 

• Presenting a talkback radio show on 3AW in Melbourne 
called Thinking Caps. 

• Writing articles, songs and books aimed at enhancing 
learning and esteem.

“The people I met and the experiences I had in 1989 continue 
to influence me on a daily basis and allow me to contribute to 
the learning of others. 

The name Winston Churchill opened doors and those doors 
have never closed.  I am thankful, grateful, appreciative and 
honoured to be a Fellow. “ 

Dominic Perissinotto (1991) 

Central to my many different jobs, 
ranging from school and university 
teaching, to church work and 
administrative positions, was my 
desire to be a performing organist, as 
both a church and concert musician. 

Following my Bachelor of Music and 
Diploma in Education at the University 
of Melbourne I applied for and was 
awarded a Churchill Fellowship to 
study the pipe organ and piano at the 
Royal College of Music, London.

In addition to the confidence boost, 
the funds provided the short - term 
security to enable me to focus purely 
on my studies, which opened the door 
to the position of Organ Scholar at 
Westminster Catholic Cathedral. 

During that year I gave recitals at 
many of the major venues, including 
St Paul’s and Westminster Cathedrals, 
Westminster Abbey and Oxford Town 
Hall. These provided openings in 
Belgium, Italy and England, and I 
often return to Europe to perform in 
festivals.

In 1993 I taught at Brighton Grammar 
School, completed a Master of Music 
at the University of Melbourne, and 
was actively involved in the music 
scene before moving to WA in April 
1998.  Since then I have been Organist 
and Director of Music at St Patrick’s 
Basilica, Fremantle.  

In 2001 I established the PIPE ORGAN 
PLUS concert series at St Patrick’s to 

showcase their most impressive pipe 
organs and bring a wider audience to 
the organ through association with 
other musicians. 

Numerous grants through the 
Australia Council and the - now 
Department for Culture and the Arts 
(DCA) have enabled me to commission 
composers to write works for the 
organ as either a solo or ensemble 
instrument, present concerts, and 
make recordings of significant musical 
works.

Currently, I am a freelance organist 
with many Perth based groups, am 
heavily involved in the Organ Society 
of Western Australia and the Organ 
Historical Trust of Australia, and teach 
the organ.

“What struck me most upon receiving 
the Fellowship and attending the first 
dinner, was that I was in a room full 
of winners. That no matter how long 
each recipient’s fellowship was for, 
or how much money they were given 
….. everyone had received what was 
needed to pursue their project.”
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DRUMBEAT is a flexible program that 
combines experiential learning with 
cognitive behavioural therapy, and 
engages young people and adults who 
may be anxious or resistant to ‘talk 
based’ therapies.

Churchill Fellow (2005) and Life 
Member Simon Faulkner developed 
DRUMBEAT in 2003 while working in 
the wheatbelt region to engage young 
Aboriginals. 

It is now taught and used by young 
people and adults across Australia 
in schools, youth services, drug and 
alcohol rehabilitation facilities, child 
protection residential facilities, mental 
health services, children’s hospitals, 
refugee trauma associations and 
prisons.

Simon is currently Manager of 
DRUMBEAT for Holyoake, the 
Australian Institute for Alcohol and  
 

Drug Addiction 
Resolutions. He 
also facilitates the 
Hills Community 
Drum Circle on 
a Wednesday 
evening, as well as 
other community 
groups across Perth.

DRUMBEAT promotes social 
understanding and connection through 
a team drumming experience. It is 
fun, safe, creative, engaging and 
rewarding. Participants lift their self-
esteem, learn to work cooperatively 
and are exposed to the therapeutic and 
recreational benefits of music.

Simon was the first West Australian 
graduate of the Village Music circles 
accredited facilitator training course. 
On his Churchill Fellowship he studied 
rhythm based intervention with ‘at risk’ 
youth across North America.

During her 2005 Fellowship Kanthi 
Perera studied innovative programs 
that address loss and grief in the 
context of mental illness. She learnt 
that the Arts really help in managing it. 

When close friend and colleague 
Dr Bridget McManus, a consultant 
psychiatrist sadly died three months 
after Kanthi’s return she and three 
other friends set up the Dr K.B. 
McManus Memorial Fund to honor 
her memory. It provides grants to 
individuals and organisations living and 
working with mental health to access 
the Arts.  The Fund was launched in 
April 2006 with a generous donation of 
$10,000 from the McManus family.

In 2012 Swan Mental Health Services 
received a grant from the Fund to 
buy drums for the inpatient unit and 
they learned drumbeat from Simon 
Faulkner.

The WA Association for Mental Health 
manages the finances while the four 
friends manage the fund raising and 
application process. Any donations 
from Churchill Fellows towards 2014 
grants would be marvelous, the 
deadline is 19 May.

Tax deductible donations can be made 
online at: waamh.org.au/grant-donation 
or a cheque made payable to WA 
Association for Mental Health with your 
receipt details can be sent to:
2 Delhi Street, West Perth WA 6905. 

Drumming beats words

Arts fund supports mental ill health
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Churchill Fellows Association of Western Australia Inc
PO Box 1066, SUBIACO WA 6904

P: 0438 996 649  E: secretary@churchillfellowswa.org.au

Winston Churchill Memorial Trust 

The Trust was established in April 1965 
to honour the memory of Sir Winston 
Churchill. Sir Winston requested that 
any money raised in his name would be 
spent for others. 

He created a Rhodes Scholarship model 
available for everyday people to have the 
opportunity to reach their dreams. 

Thus the Churchill Fellowship grants 
funds to passionate individuals to 
design their own project, travel abroad 
and further their knowledge in their 
particular field.

There have been 3,816 Australians 
returning to Australia, bringing with 
them new ideas and experiences.

2013 - 2014 CFAWA Committee

President – Marc Dimmick (2011)  
0418 140 536

Vice President – Shelda Debowski (2011) 
0412 988 508

Hon Secretary – Keren McCullagh 
0438 996 649

Hon Treasurer – Anne McCrudden (1998) 
0408 903 631

Our Aims and Objectives 
• Encourage Churchill Fellows to 

disseminate information on their 
fields of interest

• Welcome and assist New Fellows, 
Visiting Fellows and provide 
opportunities for networking and 
friendship

• Provide information about 
Fellowships to potential applicants

• Further the interests of the Winston 
Churchill Memorial Trust 

Update your details
We urge all Fellows to advise of 
changes to your contact details.  Please 
include your personal email. Please 
advise our Secretary by phone or email.

Life Member profiles
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