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Enrichingsociety

The announcement of the 2016 Fellows 
happily coincides with the birthdate 
of Sir Winston Churchill (1874), 
whose legacy over the last 50 years 
has resulted in some very significant 
solutions to a wide range of challenges 
confronting Society.

The 15 recipients announced today 
reinforce the importance of the 
Fellowship research undertaken. This 
is recognised in the growing number 
of sponsored Fellowships, currently 
eight, including the Churchill Fellows’ 
Association of Western Australia 
Churchill Fellowship.

Sir Winston’s Birthday Gift
2016 Fellows

www.churchillfellowswa.org.au

Caine Chennatt
Investigating inclusion and access 
programs for people with disabilities 
to engage with the arts.

Belinda Cook
Researching the growing global 
Indigenous fashion industry to support 
a Kimberley textile industry.

Donna Cross
The Nancy Fairfax Churchill 
Fellowship to enhance school and 
family awareness of young children’s 
developmental needs in online 
environments.

Fiona Donaldson
Evaluating evidence based resilience 
and prevention programs for use in 
emergency services.

Jessica Gethin
The Mr and Mrs Gerald Frank New 
Churchill Fellowship to further 
develop the creative and directive 
roles as a conductor through 
international mentoring.

Susan Gontaszewski
Investigating the implementation 
of online prescription monitoring 
programs.

Sharon Gough
The Department for Child Protection 
and Family Support Churchill 
Fellowship to investigate programs for 
young people leaving care that prevent 
homelessness.

Beck Hefferon
To investigate the application 
of physiotherapy to improve 

rehabilitation, quality of life and 
patient care after amputation.

Cathryn Josif
The Bob and June Prickett Churchill 
Fellowship to improve dementia 
services for remote dwelling 
Aboriginal people.

Timothy McLennan
Improving independence and access 
for people with a disability using 
innovative Assistive Technology.

Angela O’Connor
The Churchill Fellows’ Association 
of Western Australia Churchill 
Fellowship to establish the first 
‘Sheway’ program for pregnant 
women with alcohol and drug use.

Giles Pargin
Enhancing understanding of Asian 
triad societies and the influence on 
Australian illicit drug markets. 

Jane Pedersen
The Peter Mitchell Churchill 
Fellowship to explore Canadian-
based approaches empowering 
women and children to overcome 
intergenerational trauma.

Ricki Smith
Articulating the benefits of re-
ablement for older people to inform 
government implementation plans.

Kenny Travouillon
The Australian Biological Resources 
Study Churchill Fellowship to 
document the diversity of bandicoots 
and bilbies through time and space.

Congratulatio
ns
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President’s Post

Upcoming events

EVENT: Churchill Fellows’ Association of WA AGM
WHEN: Sunday 4 December 2016 
TIME: 10am - Brunch, 11am - AGM

EVENT: Fellows Annual Dinner
WHEN: Thursday 16 February 2017

Mentors are 
Invaluable
Michael Weir (2014), a Marine 
Search and Rescue Coordinator, 
travelled to the USA and Canada 
on his Fellowship. 

“I had a fantastic time at the 
United States Coast Guard and 
have come back to Perth all the 
better for the experience.

“I remember attending an 
Information session, where I was 
allocated a mentor to help me 
out, and now I am happy to offer 
my services to the Fellowship as 
a mentor for those successful 
this year.”

Michael has been asked to go to 
New Zealand in June to evaluate 
the NZ Police Search and Rescue 
course, and he has no doubt that 
his experience gained through 
the Churchill Trust was a big 
reason why he was asked to 
attend.

Fellows and partners are invited to a social Brunch followed by the 2016 
AGM of the Churchill Fellows’ Association of WA held at Tom Dadour 
Community Centre, 363 Bagot Road, Subiaco.

The 2016 Fellows will be officially welcomed by Her Excellency, The 
Governor of Western Australia, Mrs Kerry Sanderson, at Government 
House. This will be followed by the Annual Dinner at a venue to be 
confirmed.

This a special event in the life of becoming a Churchill Fellow and we 
encourage as many Fellows and members as possible to be there to 
congratulate them.

 

  s you see in this newsletter the new Fellows have 
now been announced and we have another wonderful array 
of fascinating projects and people. 

Despite the shift in scheduling, we have had some valuable 
events this year.  The Medallionist ceremony at Kings Park 
in July and the February information session was also a 
standout success, with over 100 interested people attending.

We held an online survey of Fellows to identify ideas other 
than social events. The consensus from respondents was 
for more topical events that explore fellows’ interests and 
achievements and we can build this into the 2017 calendar.

New Trust CEO Adam Davey is already exploring new ways 
Fellows can be better networked and promoted, so we 
look forward to supporting those initiatives in the coming 
months.

My thanks to the CFAWA committee for their efforts and 
dedication. In particular, Anne McCrudden and Keren 

McCullagh the backbone of the 
Committee,  Mike Coe, Mike 
Bell, Floeur Alder, Rejane 
Legrange, Marija Popovik and 
Michelle Brown. 

A number have supported the 
Association for some years so 
we would like to encourage 
some new perspectives. The 
Committee is pleasant work, 
with its focus on supporting 
new and existing Fellows.  

I encourage you to join us at the 
AGM on Sunday and give us  
your input. See details below.

Best wishes to you and your family over the  
Festive Season and in 2017.

Shelda Debowski - President 

Shelda Debowski
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Understanding 
biodiversity of 
Bilbies and 
Bandicoots 

Kenny Travouillon will visit museum 
collections around Europe and USA 
to better understand and to help 
refine the number of species living in 
Australia, at present and in the past, as 
well as gaining information about the 
biology of the animal. 

“Documenting their fossil record is 
invaluable in understanding their 
evolution and how they came to be. 
This information is important to let 
the Australian community know about 
the biodiversity of these animals, both 
locally and nationally,” said Kenny.

Bandicoots and bilbies are one of the 
most threatened groups of marsupials 
in Australia. The Greater Bilby and 
species of bandicoots such as the 
Western Barred Bandicoot are some 
of the species on the top priority 
conservation lists. 

“Their diversity is very important to 
their conservation,” said Kenny, “As 
well as documenting species that have 
already been lost since European
settlement.” 

 

2016 Fellowships highlight diverse issues 
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Maximising independence for 
older people  
Ricki Smith’s Churchill Fellowship will assist her to 
understand which models of reablement have resulted in the 
greatest outcomes for individuals and taxpayers, in order to 
apply these models to the Australian aged care context.

“Reablement has the potential to reduce or delay access 
to services at no cost to client outcomes of quality of life, 
confidence and independence,” says Ricki.  

“The concept of reablement is to assist people to reach their 
goals and maximise their independence and autonomy by 
introducing time-limited strategies or interventions.  

“These aim to assist an individual to adapt to some functional 
loss or regain confidence and increase capacity to resume 
activities they may have done before they experienced a 
deterioration in their health.  

“Supports could include training in a new skill or relearning a 
lost skill, modification to a person’s home environment, or by 
having access to equipment or assistive technology.”

There are over 1.2 million people accessing aged care 
support with almost 900,000 doing so in their own home. 
Without intervention this number will increase to 1.2 million 
people at a cost of $5.1b per annum by 2026 – a number 
that is unsustainable on the predicted taxpayer base.

Ricki demonstrating the proper technique for holding a mop.

http://www.churchillfellowswa.org.au
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Helping pregnant women with drug 
and alcohol issues

Indigenous fashion boom spawns 
Kimberley textile industry

The aim of Angela O’Connor’s research 
is to complete a feasibility study in 
order to set up a Centre for pregnant 
women with drug and alcohol issues 
based on Canadian Models of Care. 

The Centre would assist in reducing 
the impact on women, mothers and 
children of prenatal and postnatal 
exposure to alcohol, tobacco and other 
substances. 

“There are many inter-relationships 
that occur within this vulnerable 
group, including mental health issues, 
poverty, unsafe or inadequate housing, 

incarceration, violence, and lack of 
transport or no access to services. 

“There is no current model that 
combines community health centre, 
day-care, emergency shelter and long 
term housing for women and children. 

“By addressing women with 
understanding and providing a 
single access community program 
as achieved by the Canadian model, 
health professionals can provide the 
support to empower women to build 
trust and therefore provide better, 
more effective care,” said Angela.

This incredible opportunity will have far reaching impacts on Indigenous 
artists and the growing Indigenous Australian textile industry, says new 
Fellow, Belinda Cook.  

Belinda is currently the manager at an indigenous owned and governed art 
centre, Mangkaja Arts Resource Agency. It supports renowned artists from 
the Fitzroy Valley region of the Western Kimberley.  

“In Fitzroy Crossing alone we have a social enterprise, family businesses 
and artists from Mangkaja arts working with 
textiles, natural dyes and fabric printing. We 
are seeing young family members engaging 
with this new contemporary medium, a vehicle 
for young artists to experiment and promote 
their cultural iconography in meaningful 
ways, with real economic opportunities. 

The Fellowship will enable me to travel to 
major international fashion events celebrating 
Indigenous textile and fashion design in New 
York, South Africa, Indonesia and Singapore. 
I will explore successful strategies and 
practices that establish viable business 
models and support economic development 
for Indigenous artists and communities, on 
local and international level.

The knowledge gained and shared from this 
research will allow for the successful and 
sustainable growth of local industry across art 
centres in the Kimberley.” 

Photos taken at Mangkaja Arts studio - fabrics created by Jonian Nargoodah of 
Rukaji Designs. 

http://www.churchillfellowswa.org.au


Rebecca Prince-Ruiz (2015) acting 
sustainability manager of Western 
Metropolitan Regional Council’s Earth 
Carer’s program, was written up in 
Post Newspapers inviting people to the 
Friends of Lake Claremont presentation. 

Following her Fellowship looking at 
innovative ways of raising awareness, 
management and solutions to the 
plastic pollution problem, she has been 
spreading the word on Local Solutions 
to a Global Problem.

Rebecca was also reported in The 
Weekend West when she joined the 
effort to clean up the tiny pre-production 
resin pellets known as ‘nurdles’ on the 
banks of the Swan River.

Nurdles are regarded as a particularly 
problematic form of plastic pollution 
because of their size and ability to 
absorb and concentrate toxins.

“Whether it’s coming from the Port 
or plastic manufacturing upstream, 
there are poor management practices… 
if their source can be tracked done 
something could be done,” said 
Rebecca.

Rebecca’s Plastic Free July campaign 
has expanded to more than 100 
countries this year, but the problem 
with many plastics is that they are 
designed to last forever and don’t break 
down, making items like water bottles, 
straws, coffee cup lids and plastic 
bags dangerous for both land and sea 
creatures alike.

“There is expected to be more plastic 
than fish in the ocean by 2050. Every 
year an estimated 8 million tonnes 
enters the world’s oceans and it doesn’t 
break down, it breaks up into smaller 
and smaller pieces,” she said.

 “In 2011 I first visited a recycling facility 
where a week’s worth of one suburb’s 
recycling was being sorted and I was 
overwhelmed… it made me suddenly 
question everything in my recycling bin 
and how I came to have it.”

 “Almost every piece that is found in 
our oceans was once in someone’s 
hands and those same hands hold the 
solutions,” she said.

Looking to solve plastic pollution

In the News
Red Cross Flag back where it belongs
A Red Cross flag flown on the beach during the Gallipoli 
campaign in 1915 has become part of the WA Museum’s 
collection after a chance encounter.

The flag belonged to 3rd Field Ambulance C Section, which 
was largely made up of West Australians who were among 
the first to land at Gallipoli, supporting the 3rd Infantry 
Brigade.

The unit included Private John Simpson Kirkpatrick, who 
famously commandeered a donkey to help transport 
wounded comrades.

The captain of the unit, Douglas McWhae from Maylands, 
brought the flag home with him from Gallipoli, but after his 
death it disappeared.

Last year Royal WA Historical Society Curator Wendy Lugg 
(1997) stumbled across an online blog that revealed the 
flag was in Edmonton, Canada, having been purchased by a 
military historian and collector.

“He had paid US$25,000 to purchase it because he realised 
what a very significant artefact it was,” Ms Lugg said.

“The more research he did the more he realised that it didn’t 
belong in his hands, it belonged in Australia.”
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Photo from a recent Fremantle Gazette 
article. Provided courtesy of the Community 
Newspaper Group. 

George Roscoe with Minister John Day, and Wendy Lugg admiring the flag.  
Photo courtesy WA Museum.
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Working beyond retirement age 
While 30% of Australians are resigned to working past age 70 
according to ABS statistics, Churchill Fellow Marie Kormendy 
(1971) is still relishing working at age 80, it was recently 
reported in The West Australian.

Marie has just qualified for long service leave with the 
Education Department, where she works full time, to support 
vision-impaired students in Perth and Northam.

“I tried to retire 15 years ago, but was soon ‘crawling the walls 
with boredom’. Working gives structure and meaning to my 
life,” said Marie.

In the News
A successful student is …..
… one who is entrepreneurial, able to work in a team, cares 
for others and is an active contributor to a global society, 
says Fellow and Principal of Shenton College, Michael 
Morgan (2014).

A recent  Q & A article in Education Matters secondary, 
explored Michael’s approach and experience in shaping 
the ‘Shenton Difference’, as well as providing leadership to 
teachers, what is today’s most important education issue, 
and the challenges of providing a 21st century education.

“The greatest challenges are trying to provide today 
the educational attributes, skills and knowledge for the 
unknown future of tomorrow,” said Michael.

“One thing we have noticed with technology, and certainly 
modern day community structures, is the portability of jobs 
and the shifting nature of skill-sets.

“Schools need to best place students in a position of 
competency and advantage for the society and workplace 
they’ll inhabit tomorrow.

“Providing leadership to teachers is equally important.   
I try to be clear about  the direction we are going, support 

teachers to effect change, develop a culture of trust and 
develop collaborative teacher groups.”

Michael with students at Shenton College.
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While reviewing the re-development of Claremont Oval, planning 
expert Charles Johnson (1991) became so impressed he and his wife 
Lorna purchased an apartment off the plan. The story appeared in 
The West Australian.

The development is one of a number of proposed urban 
redevelopments that combine Perth’s love of sport with a thirst for 
luxury living.

“This is going on more and more around the world, because when 
you add in the magic of the sporting environment then properties like 
this become very attractive,” said Charles.

Development wins Charles approval  

To be yourself in a world that is constantly trying 
to make you something else is the greatest 
accomplishment. Ralph Waldo Emerson.

Each of us are like snowflakes or peas in a pod- see the 
uniqueness. 

http://www.churchillfellowswa.org.au
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Improving dementia 
services for Aboriginal 
people

The Bob and June Prickett Churchill 
Fellowship has been awarded to 
Broome resident Cathryn Josif, who 
works for the WA Centre for Health and 
Ageing (UWA) in the Kimberley region. 
Her project is to research ways to 

improve dementia services for remote 
dwelling Aboriginal people. 

While dementia rates are increasing 
nationally Australian Aboriginal people 
over 45 years are 3 5 times more likely 
to be diagnosed with dementia than the 
non  Aboriginal population. 

The burden of this disease affects 
those with the condition and 
their families in many ways and 
caregivers and communities express 
dissatisfaction with the current service 
provision.

“Encouraging best practice in service 
models for this vulnerable group that 
are sustainable, responsive and build 
local capacity will provide substantial 
community benefits

These include improved service quality, 
culturally secure services, improved 
health and wellbeing, improved cost 
effectiveness, and opportunities for 
community employment.

Cathryn will visit New Zealand and 
Canada to observe successful models 
of dementia care in International 
Aboriginal communities and determine 

key factors that could potentially be 
translated into an Australian context. 

She will also attend the 21st 
International Association of 
Gerontology and Geriatrics World 
Congress in San Francisco, the largest, 
most significant worldwide conference 
on ageing.

2016 Fellowships highlight diverse issues


